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The men from 
the UFO 

DO YOU believe in men 
from outer space? 

Millions of people do all 
over the world — and in 
the Westcountry the 
belief in aliens has left 
its mark: remember the 
Cross in the Sky episode 
a few years back? 

You would think that 
the more scientifically 
minded you become, the 
less you would believe 
in the phenomena^ but 
this is not so. Scientist 
Dr Jacques Valiee 
certainly believes in 
UFOs. 

He became interested 
when, as an 
astrophysicist, he saw 
the de-^trnction of 
tracking tapes of 
unknown objects at a 
major observatory and 
asked himself: why is 
everyone so afraid? 

He began a systematic 
investigauon of UFOs 
based on scientific 
Drinciples which has 
lasted more than 20 
vears. He has yet to sec 
an aben himself, but he 
nas seen the eround 
marks left behind by the 
visitors and the physical 
efiects they have had on 
numans. 

Tne model for the 
french scientist played 
nv i« rancois Trutfant in 
(Meven Spielberg's Close 
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Encounters of the Third 
Kind, he has no doubts 
about alien existence 
and in Confrontations 
(Souvenir Press, £14.95) 
nuts forward the 
evidence he has 
gathered over the years* 

Unlike many people, 
however, he is not sure 
that they arc visitors 
from outer space — he 
contends that they 
might be the 
manifestation of e 
complex technology’ 
from within our own 
atmosphere. 

He also believes that 
not enough tru?> 
scientific research is 
being done and calls for 
a thorough investigatior. 
into the forces which he 
says are malevolent 
towards the human 



THIS was the day in 1952 when Washington was 
invaded by UFOs at around 10pm. For some 
hours, five strange blue and white lights danced 
in the sky arouncj the White House and surround' 
ino countryside. They came back exactly a week 
later in areat strength, and between six and 12 
of them Iran rings around an F.94 jet interceptor 
sent up to investigate them. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


Keep up good 

work on UFOs 


B RE numerous articles in your 
newspaper over the past month 
or so. All I can say is keep up the 
pood work. I run a small UFO 
group in Southampton called 
SUFOG (Southampton Uniden¬ 
tified Flying Object Group) 
which meets once a month at my 
home address. 

It seems a shame that the sub¬ 
ject of UFOs is taken so much as 
a big ioke. not only by the media, 
but the public at large. Surely one 
is not so naive as to believe there 
IS only life on this planet, or event 
in this galaxy. Surely another 
form of life, some 200 years more 
advanced than our own could 
have mastered the art of space/ 
lime travel. You only have to 
look at our history over the past 
100 years. 

One hundred yeais ago. the car 
was jusi appearing and replacing 
tne good old horse/coach. Forty 
>ears ago soacc travel was only 
iust becoming a reality. Now man 
is buildin^ihinking of living in 
space stations and on the moon 
and ue are exploring the outer 
limits of space. 

j he wnoie idea of L.T. and 
I iFus IS not ne scorned, i beiie\ e 
w is only a matter ot time berore 
the human race contacts some 
other torm of life irom outer 
space (if he hasn't already, if we 
are to believe the Americans and 
the reirif'val/crasn landing of 
UFOs in America, i.e. Roswell, 
New Mexico 1947: and the al- 
ieeed recov ery of alien boaies in 
South Africa in the 80s. when an 
alleged UFo nas shot down and 
bodies iouno 

ii another lorm of lire lias oe- 
veloped on a planet that nas such 
a hostile environment, then their 
appearance would be verv differ¬ 
ent from our own i.e. large al¬ 
mond eyes, small nostrils, no 
eves. etc. itnesc are some of the 
aescribed leatures people have 
seen on alleged UFOnauts). .Also 
the wearing of space helmets and 
space suns would ne comparable 
to tnose of our ow n astronauts, to 
protect them in space. If anyone 
IS interested in ioinins our group. 


please contact me. - S. Gerrard 
(SUFOG), 25. Weston Grove 
Road. Woolsion, Southampton. 

B “IT’S Myopic to Dismiss UFO 
Reports” ran the headline on a 
letter from J. A. Wright, of South- 
sea. How true, but we must not 
allow ourselves to be left open to 
labels of “cranks” or “eccen¬ 
trics.” 

Mr. Wright alleges that the 
Freedom of Information Act in 
the U.S.A. brought fonh admis¬ 
sions of 14 crewmen from two 
alien craft being held at a top 
security base in Alabama. 

Hard as I've searched my files, 
which extend from 1947, I can¬ 
not find any such admission! Ru¬ 
mours abound, some with affida¬ 
vits sworn by ex-airmen, etc. 
There are some dramatic ac¬ 
counts of a similar scenario with 
an alien craft being shot down 
over South Africa in 1989. the 
crew being transferred to the 
States where they were again al¬ 
legedly swapping technical se¬ 
crets! It remains to be seen 
whether this is another rumour 
which grew' into fact in ufolog; - 
noiwiihsianding that such cral. 
DO exist. 

In view of this. I find it puz¬ 
zling to read of £65m. research, 
mostly channelled through 
NASA, to begin in I992.aimedat 
finding life somewhere among 
(and I quote top scientist Frank 
Drake): “Ten thousand to one 
hundred thousand advanced civ i- 
lizations in the Milky Wa' 
alone!” 

Backing up my research and 
personal experiences, news items 
on UFOs have produced two for¬ 
merly unheard of and unreporied 
Portsmouth sightings. 

1 estimate that only ten per 
cent of any sightings reach the 
media or even the UFO experts. 
One man told me that his signiing 
in 1965 changed the whole of his 
life - for the belter. I assured him 
.he was. like me. oniv one of thou¬ 
sands. - Ernie Sears. Crichton 
House. Rotary Court. Nellc> 
Abbev. 
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Illuminating mystery rings bells 


Startled families feared a close 
encounter was imminent with a 
suspected UFO circling around 
Swindon last night. 

They could see a cluster of myster¬ 
ious rotating lights in the night sky. 

As the hours wore on the lights 
seemed to hover over the town. The 
switchboard at Swindon police 
station received 150 calls from Wor¬ 
ried and disbelieving people seeking 
an explanation for the phenomenon. 

The Evening Advertiser was also 
deluged with calls from residents 


convinced that someone, or some¬ 
thing, from outer space was about to 
land in their street. 

One caller described the eerie 
white lights as like something out of 
the film Ghostbusters. 

But the mystery was not a UFO 
piloted by aliens wanting to make 
contact with the Earth after all - 
just powerful searchlights raking 
the sky to let the world know about 
the coming opening of Cairo’s 
nightclub, at Shaw Ridge Leisure 
Park, West Swindon. 


The club was delighted with the 
interest in the town caused by their 
publicity stunt. 

*T think it is fascinating,” said 
club spokesman Ian Freeman. ”I 
think if a UFO was around it would 
probably come to Swindon. It is one 
of the nicest towns I have been to ” 

The lights were flashing between 
8pm and 10.30pm. 

Tonight they will be flashing 
again to mark the club’s official 
opening celebrations. 

■ Club opens - pages 10 and 11 




EVENING ADVERTISER 29.11.90 

Mysterious light 
baffles students 
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THREE trainee teachers 
who spotted a mystery 
light over Exmouth at 
the weekend have asked 
if anyone can explain 
exactly what it was they 
saw. 

The three students at 
Rolle College reported the 
UFO sighting to Exmouth 
police but checks with 
coastguard and other au¬ 
thorities have failed to 
come up with an answer. 

Coincidentally, police 
all over the Westcountrj’ 
received numerous calls at 
the weekend after what is 
thought to have been a 
meteor was reported to 
have “scorched” across 
tne night sky before com¬ 
ing do\\m with a “bang” in 
I Bridgwater Bay. 

Falling 

The Lxmouth students 
say the strange moon¬ 
sized orange ball of light 
they saw was moving East 
to West and falling to- 
I wards Lyme Bay off Ex- 
■ mouth — the wrong direc- 
I lion for the Bridgwater 
I report.^ 

First year B.Ed. stu- 
• dents Lee Jones. 19, from 
I Weston Super Mare, and 
IMark Marsden. 20, from. 


by GEOFF NAISH 


Sussex, were watching a 
video with fellow third- 
year American exchange 
student Stephanie Glover, 
20 , in a ground floor flat at 
Kingsthorpe Hall of Re¬ 
sidence, Rolle Road, at 
9.45 pm on Sunday eve¬ 
ning. 

They said their atten¬ 
tion was attracted to the 
strange light in the dark 
night sky through the sea¬ 
ward facing window of the 
flat. 

“We saw this light like 
an orange ball moving 
very slowly across the sky 
from our left to right. We 
saw it go down very, very' 


slowly then go out of sight 
below the trees on our 
horizon,” said Mr Mars¬ 
den. 

"It was like nothing we 
had ever seen before. We 
went down to the beach to 
see if something had come 
down in the sea but we 
could see nothing and two 
people we spoke to who 
were walking their dogs 
along the seafront said 
they had seen absolutely 
nothing,” he added. 

The three have been the 
subject of some attention 
from fellow students since 
reporting the sighting and 
would now like to Know if 
anyone else saw anything 
or can explain what the 
mystery light wa.s. 


WESTERN MORNING 
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A MYSTERIOUS UFO has been spotted in the skies over Cust 
House — enjoying a look in at the 60th anniversary celebrations 
Edith Kerrison Nurserv School. 

A video taken of the event in July has revealed a white circular obj^ 
with a ring around the middle. It is only glimpsed briefly at the st. 
of the film, before moving out of vision at the top of the picture. 


The object has left staff at the 
school puzzled. 

Headmistress Ann Childs Sali. 
“I didn’t notice it the first 
time I watched the video. 

“It is only when you look 
closely you see it. It is all 
very odd. 

“People have suggested a 
number of different ex¬ 
planations but none of them 
seem plausible. 

“The only thing I could think 
of was an aeroplane but 
there does not appear to be 
any signs of a vapour trail 
on the film.” 

Other stars, invited to attend 
the school event, were 
London’s Burning actor 
Glen Murphy, and East* 
Enders star Michelle Gale. 
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UFO CAPITAU 



Whepe spacemen go to town... 


PROBING .. Ron Halliday with dousina rods. 


G reat bails of flrel 
Sleepy Blairgowrie has 
become the flying saucer 
capital of Scotland. 

The Perthshire town is usually 
better known for its strawberries 
thtui spacemen. 

But it has had such an amazing 
concentration of crop circles and UFO 
sightings that the Strange Phenomena 
Investigations group are probing 
reports of: 

• Balls of fire shooting across the 
ground: 

• Spaceships making circles in crop 
fields - such as appeared at Ardblair 
in May last year: 


By LEWIS THOMSON 


It’>s those crop 
circles again 

From: David Reynolds, TOR- 
RO, Somerford Mill Fam, fire¬ 
wood, Stafford. 
ilR — I must correct errors 


made by Montague Keen (fn 
September 14) on the subject 
of crop circles. 

a) I did not say basic expla¬ 
nations for linear features, ac¬ 
companying around only 1 per 
:ent of all circles, are already 
being made available. Some 
are being developed privately, 
others are being prepared for 
publication. Keyed formations 
were not known before the 
TORRO conference, so they 
could hardly have been explai¬ 
ned then, it has taken since 
1980 to establish the crop-circle 
phenomenon and to produce a 
comprehensive explanation of 
a single circle, so critics should 
not yet expect comprehensive 
explanations for formations 
that have been known for only 
a few months. 

b) Historical examples have 
been found for most pre-199() 
circle formations, and there is 
no reason why this should not 

eventually apply to this year's 
formations. Any escalating 
(hoaxed formations aside) is 
more apparent than real. Pre¬ 
vailing weather conditions 
should be considered — dry, 
warm weather will result in 
drier soils and lower water 
tables, thus more dust to hold 
an electric charge. “Thou¬ 
sands” of circle spotters have 
not been scouring the land¬ 
scape since the early 80s: there 
were very few spotters at that 
time. 


strange lights 

c) Mr Keen claims that no 
other sort of weather or atmos¬ 
pheric phenomena can pro¬ 
duce geometrical and some¬ 
times symmetrical patterns. 

Aside from a wide range of 
halo phenomena, rainbows, 
hail (conical and spherical) and 
snowflakes exhibiting geome¬ 
try etc. atmospheric conditions 
are also able to produce vor¬ 
tices. which are essentiaiiv — 

lindrical thus geometrical 
symmetrical. 

d) From most crop circles, 
windspeeds are insufficient to 
damage individual plants. Ho¬ 
wever. in powerfully flattened 
circles, plants may be pulled 
bodily out of the soil and 
ejected onto the neighbouring 
undamaged crop canopy. The 
vortex solution does account 
for the “unpredictability" of 
the crop rotation. Vortices ma\ 
rotate either way. 

Mr Keen states that the vor¬ 
tex solution is an unproven 
hypothesis. Is it mere co¬ 
incidence that crop circle fre¬ 
quency decays exponentially 
from hills, that they form when 
miro-tronts pass overhead, 
that most occur in very quiet 
anticyclonic conditions, and 
that eve-wimesses describe 
whirlwinds? Is it scientific to 
ignore this? These are facts, 
nothing more, nothing less. 


in the 

sky 

MYSTERY lights in the 
sky above Stratford have 
left police baffled. 

They were called out on 
Sunday morning when a 
woman living in Loxley Road 
reported seeing a string of 
light appear in the sky shonly 
alter hearing two explosions." 

The police force helicopter 
searched the area and exten¬ 
sive inquiries were made but 
both failed to uncover any 
clues. 

“The woman was in her 
kitchen when she heard a 
loud explosion and looked 
out of the window.’' said Insp 
John Bloxham. 

“She heard another explo¬ 
sion and saw a big flash of 
light in the sky and a long 
string of smoke with three 
lumps in it, believed to be 
towards the direction of the 
Wefcpmbe Hills. 


There is no mystery as to what 
creates the circles, the chal¬ 
lenge is how vortices create 
them. 


farming news 05.10.90 


Concerned 

“We were rather concerned 
about this because we are 
aware that« quite often a 
number of light aircraft are 
around and so scrambled the 
Warwickshire Constabulary 
helicopter. We sent various 
police cars out and talked to 
quite a number of people but 
couldn’t find anyone who had 
seen or heard anything." 

Police called off the search 
atter checks with civil and 
military authorities confirmed 
that no aircraft were missing. 

Police received a second 
call from a woman living on 
the Tiddington Road the next 
day, Monday. She also had 
heard an explosion and saw 
what she described as a 
flash in the sky. but hadn't 
reported a immediate! \ . 


• A ball of fire in a bush: 

# A spaceship with flashing lights. 

The SPI want to find out if this 
concentration of weird happenings in 
Blairgowrie is linked to high-energy 
‘ley-lines,* running under the town. 

The SPI say that, over the last two 
years, there have been five crop circles 
in the Blairgowrie area and 12 reported 
UFO sightings over the last 30 years. 

Ron Halliday, who works in SPPs 
office at Stirling University, said: 
‘‘Blairgowrie is now the paranormal 
centre of Scotland. 

“It’s had an amazing number of 
sightings for such a small 
area. 

“The ley-lines which 
run under Blairgowrie 
are a source of energy 
which flows all over the 
world. We track the sur¬ 
face energy by using 
dousing rods. 

“We think that all the 
phenomena are linked 
and we’re trying to find 
people who have seen 
lights in the sky, which 
could be UFOs or prod¬ 
ucts of the energy. 

“The work of the SPI 
and our magazine. 
Enigmas, is to come to 
an understanding of 
events outside scientific 
explanation. 

POLICE 

“Such as people seeing 
balls of fire which shoot 
across Blairgowrie not 
far from the ground. 

“In 1987, a woman saw 
a ball of fire in a bush. 

“When she looked up, 
she saw a spaceship 
several hundred feet 
long, with lights all 
around it.” 

Local police deny that 
they have had reports of 
UFOs. 

One officer said: 
“People may be getting 
mixed up with the No’^th- 
ern Lights.” 


SUNDAY MAIL 13.01.91 
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Mysterious corn circles 
stripped of demonology 


A MYSTIC set of signs and 
circles carved into the coun¬ 
try’s crops are not the handy- 
work of Satan. 

And investigators studying the 
phenomenon say ghosts, electrical 
force fields, whirlwinds and little 
green men fiom Mars are also inno¬ 
cent in the affair. 

But at the end of a year in which 
3X)p circle hysteria swept England, 
experts admit they are no closer to 
finding an explanation. 

Now author and investigator Maria 
Ward of Louvain Road, Stone, has 
taken up the pen in a bid to beat 
rumours. 

She said: “People are too quick to 
dismiss the circles because they 
cannot understand what causes them. 

“There seems to be a fear among 
scientists about taking the matter 
seriously in case they are accused of 
being cranks.” 

But Mrs Ward, who rates among the 
top drcle experts in the country, says 
the phenomenon has been with us 
since 1918. And the symbols have 
been reported fiom around the world. 

For 35 years signs have appeared in 
one Cobham field and others have 
been seen at Istead Rise and 
Meopham. 

“England leads the way in the 
number of ancles it has. But a lot of 
farmers are afi^aid to report them 
because crowds tramp across their 
crops ” said Mrs Ward. 

The tale of the circles is packed with 
mystery. They are most common in 
Wessex where ancient hill forts and 
mystic standing stones are found. 

One investigator decided the signs 
looked like those drawn by North 
American Indians. He took aerial 
pictures to one tribe and showed them 
to its elders — they started crying and 
claimed they recognised the symbols. 

Closer to home, photographic film 
has allegedly been wiped clear and a 
BBC camera crew which went to 
Wiltshire was said to have had its 
equipment wrecked by some unseen 
force. 

It is also claimed people have been 
made physically sick after entering 
the circles while others have been 
thrown clear by a sudden surge of 
power. 

Mrs Ward, who says she has also 
suffered while standing in the rings. 


■ by Douglas Kempster 

said: “It’s terrifying. You feel awful 
but can’t see what is causing the pain. 

“Many people have strange ex¬ 
periences after visiting the sites — 
they see lights and other phenomena. 
We just can’t explain why.” 

The pictures, once thou^t to have 
been drawn by the devil, can be 
created in seconds and be miles wide. 

“An investigator was watching a 
field one night — he turned away for 
just 20 seconds and when he looked 
back a massive circle was there. There 
had been no wind, no lights, no people 
— it just appeared,” said the author. 

Scientific analy^ has revealed com 
flattened by the signs has changed its 
molecular structure. None of the 
plants are damaged and they continue 
to grow. 

Mrs Ward said: “It’s impossible for a 
human to do this. Some of the stems 
are so fragile they break at a touch, 
but they were bent over and un¬ 
harmed. 

“In Japan the paddy fields have 
been hit and tons of water just dis¬ 
appeared.” 

Now Mrs Ward is searching for 
other circle enthusiasts who have ex¬ 
perienced strange phenomena after 
visiting the sites. Some stories could 
be included in the book. 

If you can help write to Crop Circles, 
Kentish Times, 31 Pier Road, Erith, 
Kent DAS ITA. 



XB/1916/12 



• Crop circle in Wiltshire. Contributed 
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Is anyone out there? 


SETI Pioneers by David Swift, 
University of Arizona Press, pp 434, $35/£32-50 


Nigel Hen best 



Extraterrestrial snapshot: some claim that SETI has succeeded 


T he scientist at the sensitive 
radio receiver was baffled by 
the strange signals apparently 
coming from deep space. ’The 
thought flashedthroughmy mind 
that the disturbances 1 had ob¬ 
served might be due to intelligent 
control . . . The feeling is con¬ 
stantly growing on me that I had 
been the first to hear the greeting 
of one planet to another.*' 

No, this is not a piece of 
science fiction. Nor is it an ac¬ 
count of a contemporary NASA 
researcher into SETI (the search 
for extraterrestrial intelligence). 
The scientist was Nikolas Tesla, 
tuning into ’’the ether" back in 
1899. 

Despite a few suspicions of this 
kind, no one pursued SETI seri¬ 
ously until 1959, when interest in 
the subject suddenly exploded. 
Since then, hundreds of radio 
telescopes around the world have 
been pressed into sen ice to scan 
the sky for intelligent signals 
from other civilisations. Because 
this was only 30 years ago. and 
because SETI caught the 
imagination largely of the youn¬ 
ger researchers, almost all the 
pioneers of SETI are aiive. 

This makes SETI an ideal sci¬ 
ence for a sociologist to investi¬ 
gate, but the subject also sheds 
unique insight into the workings 
of the scientific mind. SETI 
research is not alone in its youth¬ 
fulness, of course: molecular 
biology is of the same vintage, 
and the science of chaos a great 
deal younger. But SETI is a 
science like no other. Here we 
have a field where some of the 
greatest minds of a generation 
have been "studying * something 
that may not even exist. 

Unlike most scientists. SETI 
researchers go into their field 
knowing that they mav spend a 
lifetime without achieving any 
positive result, ©n the other 
hand, the successiul detection of 
other beings "out there * will 
change our gut feelings about the 
cosmos more proioundly than at 
any time since Copernicus and 
his younger contemporaries 
showed that the Earth is not the 
centre of the Universe. The first 
successful SETI researcher will 
etch a personal place in history as 
surely as Copernicus or Neil 
Armstrong. For these reasons, a 
dedicated SETI scientist may 
well differ—in motivation and 
character—from an "ordinar\" 
scientist. 

David Swift, a sociologist at 
the University cn Hawaii. na> 
provided an invaluable record of 
lust what makes the original 
SETI pioneers tick. His baMC 
technique has been to fire the 
same set of questions at all the 
pioneers of SEl I—mainl\ in 


person, but occasionally over the 
phone or through a colleague 
attending a scientific meeting— 
at some point between 1980 and 
19X4. Fortunately, he managed 
to catch all the scientists involved 
in the great expansion of SETI in 
the 1960s. including the Soviet 
physicist losef Shklovskii. who 
died in 1985. (Problems of find¬ 
ing a publisher delayed the 
appearance of the book till late 
last year.) 

The book is a goldmine of 
original information, containing 
as It does the verbatim answers to 
all the questions that Swift asked 
the In researchers. Unless you 
are a SETI groupie, the minutiae 
of the responses may make for 
a fairly turgid read; "What 
religious beliefs did your parents 
have?", for example, provokes 
few' riveting replies. 

But the answers do build up a 
consistent picture ot the 
philososphy and methodology (9 
SETI that, for me at least, pro¬ 
duced some surprises. For a field 
that seems to have attracted so 
many bright and inquiring minds, 
the researchers bv and large hold 
to a consensus view that dates to 
the first meeting on SETI. held 
way back in 1961. Promoted b\ 
such skilled popularisers ot sci¬ 
ence as Carl Sagan, this view has 
become the orthodoxy of SETI 
research; among the American 


SETI establishment, in particu¬ 
lar. all other views have been 
stillborn. 

Among its implicit assump¬ 
tions, the SET! research commu¬ 
nity believes that any alien race is 
similar to us in thought patterns 
and will communicate by using 
radio waves at some special fre¬ 
quency that we can work out 
rrom the basic physics of atoms 
and the abundances of these raw 
materials in space. According to 
the consensus view. we can cal¬ 
culate the number of "intelligent 
communicating civilisations" in 
our Galaxv trom a formula called 
the Drake equation—first 
committed to blackboard by 
American radio astronomer 
Frank Drake at that 19ol meet¬ 
ing. The Drake equation in¬ 
volves multiplying together 
several impressive looking 
terms, such as "the probability of 
finding a planet in the habitable 
zone around a star". 

The most refreshing contribu¬ 
tion to Swift's volume is from 
.Australian electrical engineer 
Ron Bracewell, who has refused 
to follow the orthodox line. He 
believes, tor example, that small 
uncrewed spacecraft are a much 
more effective means of commu¬ 
nication than radio, and has no 
taith at all in the Drake Equa¬ 
tion. In essence, the Drake 
Equation gives an estimate of the 


number of civilisations by mul¬ 
tiplying together a guess for the 
rate at which new- civilisations 
evolve with a guess for the av¬ 
erage lifetime of a civilisation. 
No more sensible, Bracewell 
argues, than estimating the 
number of cats in Palo Alto by 
multiplying a guess at the feline 
birth rate in the city with a guess 
at the average cat's lifespan: de¬ 
spite its impressive mathematic 
formulation, such an approach is 
no more likely to be correct than 
a straightforward guess at the 
number of cats in the city. 

Although the SETI pioneers 
were located at many institu¬ 
tions, mainly in the US, Swift 
digs out some common factors 
that may have led to the develop¬ 
ment of SETI when and where it 
did. Not surprisingly, most of the 
pioneers read avidly as children 
about space and science fiction, 
and many were involved pro¬ 
fessionally in radio research. 
Most were born in cities, and 
brought up near the strong scien¬ 
tific centres on the East and West 
Coasts. 

Although the pioneers believe 
that they each became interested 
in SETI independently. Swift 
traces the ancestry of SETI in the 
US back to the influence of an 
eminent astronomer that many 
of them had encountered in their 
younger days, •tto Struve—who 
had fled to the US from the 
Soviet Union after the revolu¬ 
tion—never participated in SETI 
research personally, but in the 
I95()s firmly promoted the* idea 
of intelligent life elsew here in the 
Universe. Many of the research¬ 
ers had also been involved with 
Cornell University: although 
there was never an\ "cell" of 
SETI enthusiasts there. Frank 
Drake suggests that it w as a "very 
friendly place for creative, un¬ 
usual ideas". 

Swift's in-depth questioning 
has revealed one common tactor 
that links all the SETI pioneers— 
every one is either an only child 
or a first-born son. This ma> 
come as little surprise to sociolo¬ 
gists: it is well documented, for 
example, that first-born children 
are more likely not only to attend 
universitv but to attend the most 
prestigious colleges. 

Sociologists have also found 
that the first-born children are 
more curious, more likely lo 
ask questions and more likely to 
be dissatisfied with a glib answer. 
Although this seems no reason 
for them to have adopted a con¬ 
sensus view on SETI. it per¬ 
haps helps to explain why these 
people have devoted their lives 
to the biggest unanswered 
question of our age: are we alone 
in the Universe? D 
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Mystery crop cIrete soliiWw 



CROP CREATION: Paul Fuller points out a corn circle. 


THE author of a book which claims to have solved 
tile crop circles mvstery is to meet with farmers 
tins week on a fact-finding mission. 

Paul Fuller, who wrote Crop Circles: A Mystery 
Solved, is to talk with members of Winchester’s Na¬ 
tional Farmers' Union oranch about the mvst<=‘r' 
snapes appearing in fields. 

But with the controver.sv surrounding tne science 
— which has been the suoiect ot manv noaxers — it 
will be held behind closed doors. 

Mr Fuller, a statistician with Hampshire Countv 
Council, wanted Tnursdav’s talks to be held in pri\ ■ 
ate to protect tarmers trom more publicity, 

“1 understand that some of the tarmers are verv 
displeased with the publicity which nas occurred in 
the last two or three years. 

**1 always feel it is my duty to have their interests 
at neari. said Mr Fuller, wno worKs with the Tor¬ 
nado and Storm Research Organisation. 


He added: ‘ W e have spent five years trying to tell 

ui ^ j what is going on and no-one has taken a 
blind bit of notice. ’ 

The writer, of Tavistock Close. Romsev. said im¬ 
portant theories behind the shapes — which have 
also appeared in tne snow ana on dusty roads — 
nave gone unreoorted. 

He said evidence gained irom accounts by abou: 
20 eye-witnesses showed the shapes were bein* 
caused by a natural energy force. 

And people who claimed thev had seen a UFC 
have really witnessed an electrically charged vo: 
tex — which can be illuminated at nighi. 

Mr Fuller wants tarmers to iearn more about the 
tormations to try to win support for meteorological 
experiments in their fieiai.. 

Tne meeting is being held at at tne citv’s lennm 
ana squash club in Bereweeke Roac. 


Mystery 

lights 

IT wasn’t a bird, plane, 
Superman or even a UFO 
that lit up the sky last week 
- in fact, it was a complete 
mystery. 

Calls flooded into RAF 
Northolt when strange lights 
lit up the sky on Wednesday 
and Thursday night, and many 
called the police to find out 
what was happening. 

Shirley Rous, of Beacon 
Close, Hareheld Road, said: *T 
saw a collection of coloured 
lights. They were very strong 
and peculiar and very bright I 
rang the police, who smd it 
was something to do wuh a 
promotional video. The lights 
were elongated, fuzzy and dif¬ 
fused with circular move¬ 
ments.” 

At RAF Northolt, Sqdn Ldr 
Gordon Luffman said: “We’ve 
had lots of calls. As far as we 
understand, the lights are com¬ 
ing from Wembley, like the 
ones at the Paul McCartney 
concert” 

Wendy Pearcy, of Windsor 
Avenue, Hillingdon, said she 
saw the lights on Wednesday 
and Thursday night and the} 
looked like searchlights in tne 
sky. At Uxbridge police sta¬ 
tion, the community liason of¬ 
ficer, Insp Laurie Clark, said 
he had also seen the lights, 
which he assumed were from 
Wembley. 

Wembley press officer 
Amanda Carpenter said it was 
not them, however. 

Anyone who can solve the 
mystery please call reporter 
Barbara Fisher on 0895 
58290. 


SOUTHERN EVENING 
ECHO 07.11.90 
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Heard the one about flying saucers ? 


ONE big talking point in 
the pubs in the north east 
(apart from the vile weath¬ 
er) is the phenomena of 
strange lights in the sky. 

The lights, which move in 


a circular pattern, have been 
seen as far apart as Whitley 
Bay and Durham. 

More than one reveller, 
heading for home after a 
night on the town, has 


thought they’ve seen a 
UFO. 

And more than 400 
people have rung the police 
and the Met Office report¬ 
ing sightings. 


But 1 can reveal the trui 
behind the mystery. 

They arc, in fact, search 
lights from the Mctn 
Centre at Gateshead, refleci 
ing on low clouds. 


MORNING ADVERTISER 14.12.90 


French say 

corn circles 
are a hoax 


UFOs just 
sun spots 
seen in 
the mist 

TWO pale orange lights, 
which mystified a Hayling Is¬ 
land woman, were actual!) 
sun spots refracted through a 
heavy mist, says a Hampshire 
astronomer. 

Richard Judd, chairman of 
Hampshire Astronomical Soci¬ 
ety. said yesterday’s sighting b\ 
Norma Greenfield, of Sinah 
Lane, was not an U.F.O. as she 
earlier believed. 

“When it is a misty morning 
with the sun rising high, the mist 
can act as a filter knocking out 
the glare.” he said. 

“I was looking at the sun 
through the mist, and there were 
several sun spots.” 

Mrs. Greenfield, who was out 
walking her dogs Kell>. Nick\. 
and Mace, near Par Three Golf 
Course, rang The News when she 
noticed first one and then two 
"car headlights” as high up as a 
small aircraft. 

At first she dismissed it as a 
flare, but could not believe it was 
a helicopter either, because there 
was no noise. 

*T just stared in amazement at 
what I was seeing.” she said. 

“It could have been a light at 
the end of a pole, but there was 
nothing round it.” 

Mrs. Greenfield, a word pro¬ 
cessor operator at John Norwood 
Consultants, on Hayiing. said she 
had not believed in U.F.O.s until 
now. but kept an open mind 

B Mr. Judd said he would not 
recommend anyone ever looked 
directlv at the sun. or throueh a 
lens such as a telescope or ninoc- 
uiarj-. 


the news 29.11.90 


Intelligent 

message 

The pictograms or crop circles 
referred to by Mark Mason 
(WMN Books) are in my view 
the most significant event of 
1990, a vintage year in more 
than one respect. 

How they are formed is of 
secondary importance to the 
message that these pictograms 
are trying to convey. 

First we must accept that 
they are messages, and that 
they are being sent by 
intelligent beings. Having 
established this let us use 
every available means to 
unravel the code. Computers, 
competitions, school projects, 
should all be used in an 
attempt to find a common 
denominator. 

J C Harding 
Withycombe Park Drive 
Exmouth 


WESTERN MORNING 


PSYCHICS could solve one of the 
world’s best known UFO mysteries... 

By examining a West Lothian man’s 
old, torn trousers. 

But while that idea has not impressed 
Bob Taylor, he did reveal some start¬ 
ling news — a new UFO puzzle has 
landed on his doorstep. 

In November, 1979, ex-forestry 
worker Bob claimed to have had a close 
encounter in a hillside wood near Liv¬ 
ingston. 

Part of his story centred around rips 
on the trousers he was wearing at the 
time. 

The idea to have psychics examine 
the trousers came when three research 


French students have 
blamed the Wiltshire com 
circles on hoaxers using gar¬ 
den rollers. 

The eight students visited 
Alton Bames, near Malbor- 
ough, last June to unravel 
the mystery of the circles 
that have been blamed on 
everything from randy 
hedgehogs to UFOs. 

They said the shapes 
could be made by a man 
walking through the tram 
hnes in a com field without 
marking the crop, and then 
producing circles with a gar¬ 
den roller, keeping out of 
sight under the height of the 
com. They claimed to have 
proved the theory by creat¬ 
ing their own set of patterns 
in just over an hour. 

Donald Shirreff, a part- 
time teacher in astronomy at 
an observatory in Malbor- 


groups — Scottish Research Into 
UFOs, Strange Phenonena Investiga¬ 
tions and Scottish Earth Mysteries 
Reasearch — held a meeting at East 
Calder Community Centre last Friday. 

Organiser Ron Halliday said: “We 
still have the trousers Bob was wearing 
and we’re planning to carry out a 
psychometric exercise on them.” 

According to Bob’s story, he stum¬ 
bled across a flying saucer in a clearing. 

While he watched the craft, two 
objects shaped like sea-mines fell from 
underneath it and rolled up to him. 

Bob lost consciousness and when he 
came to, there were rips on each side of 
his trousers. 


ough, shares the theory. 

Colin Andrews, of the Cir¬ 
cles Phenonomen Research 
Group, said: 'There are very 
very good reasons why we 
know that this theory is not 
so. You cannot create such a 
change of the stucture of the 
plants, com circles make 
much more fundamental 
changes.” 


“The tears could indicate that Bob 
was lifted up in some way,” said Ron. 
“What we’re hoping is that the psychics 
just might pick up something to explain 
exactly what happened.” 

This week Bob was sceptical about 
the idea when he spoke exclusively to 
the Courier from his retirement home 
in Blairgowrie, Perthshire. 

“I haven’t heard anything about the 
trousers since the police took them 
away for forsenic tests 11 years ago,” 
said Bob. 

“But the UFO people can go ahead 
with whatever they think best.” 


NEWS 20.12.90 
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Aliens secret held 
by— Bob’s trousersl 



French connection ... the cir¬ 
cles at Alton Bames. 
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Crop riddle 
scientists going 


round in circles 


Mystery 
of field 
patterns 
deepens 



By Peter Hopper 
Agricultural 
Editor 


THE MOST amazing thing about the crop 
circles phenomenon is that after 10 years 
investigation since they first appeared in the 
fields of southern England, scientists still have 
not solved the riddle. 

In fact, the mystery has deepened further this year with 
the appearance of intricate patterns or pictograms within a 
regional triangle bounded by W ant age, Warminster and 
Winchester. 

They have led to serious suggestions that the answer must lie 
beyond the realms of present-day scientific knowledge or 
explanation. . 

Two new books on the subject offer no conclusive proot 
that any of many and varied theories will suffice, and the 
overriding impression is that the experts are still just as baffled 

as anyone else. . j • 

Some 400 circles and patterns were seen in the UK during 
the summer of 1990, many more complex than ever before. 

Update 

Crop Circles — the Latest Evidence (Bloomsbury, £5.99) is 
a 1990 soft cover update by Pat Delgado and Colin Andrews, 
authors of Circular Evidence, published last year. 

‘ The other account forms part of a wider investigation of 
phenomena in The VFO Report 1991, edited by Timothy 
Good, author of Above Top Secret. It is published by 
Sidgwick and Jackson in both hardback (£14.99) and softback 
(£9.99). . , . . 

Delgado, a retired electro-mechanical engineer, and 
Andrews, chief electrical engineer with the Test Valley 
Borough Council, spent the spring and summer investigating 
the many pictograms that appeared in growing crops in ever- 
increasing complexity. 

The two men are founder members of an organisation 
known as the Circles Phenomenon Research Group. 

Their research in 1989 and again this year involved them in 
experiences which they neither understand nor for which they 
can offer any logical explanation. 

To give but a flavour of the unknown, 1 refer to Colin 
Andrews’ account of what happened at Etchilhampton, a mile 
and a half southeast of Devizes, in July. 


During a three-week intensive surveillance 
called Operation Blackbird, a new type of 
pictogram had formed in a field of golden- 
brown cereal just below an ancient hill fort. 

Of the many tests carried out by the team 
only one showed encouraging results. An 
electrostatic-detection device revealed an 
unusual fluctuation in one part of the 
flattened crop. 

“A most strange event was about to 
happen,” Andrews reveals. “We had 
completed another heavy schedule of 
television work and it was a day of record 
high temperatures. 

“That evening after we had all left for 
home, Mike Carrie, a director of Cloud 9 (the 
television company), decided to walk into the 
circle and take a closer look. He wished he 
had not. 

Placed 

“While standing in thearea of the single 
ring, he bent over to look into a soil recess 
and was greeted with a loud noise around his 
head. 

“He later told us that from his technical 
experience he recognised how powerful the 
energy must have been that was responsible. 

Asked if he had seen anything, Carrie had 
replied, “Nothing could be seen, but 
whatever caused it was right around by head, 
just inches away.” 

The noise he described was the same as 
Colin Andrews himself experienced during 
the filming of crop circle at Beckhampton, 
and similarly on another occasion at Kington 
in Hampshire. 

The two authors say that the requirements 
necessary to cover all the conditions found in 
crop-formations, must take into 
consideration a number of factors. 

These are: Remotely placedTectangular 
boxes or troughs where floors are laid 
straight and flat, and some of which contain 

a contraiiow or nattenea crop; long straignt 
pathways connecting two circles; and semi- 
circular ring pathways, some of which have 
adjacent ones flattened in opposite 
directions. 

For the most likely explanations, Delgado 
leans towards there being some form of 
energy as yet undiscovered and possible 
concerned with evolution. 

He concludes, “The development of this 
phenomenon was never more obvious than in 
the first half of 1990. The incredible designs 
now appearing in fields, surpassing all 
subtleties of previous years, are a 
demonstration of energies and an intelligence 
beyond the realms of scientific dogma.” 
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meet the group wno watch the skies 


-by- 

MARK BEALES 


MENTION Star Trek, 
ET or little green men 
to Ron West, the chair¬ 
man of the Essex UFO 
Research, and he 
threatens to beam you 
up. 

Although most people 
may dismiss sightings of 
lights in the sky as the 
result of too long down the 
pub, Mr West looks for a 
sober explanation, and he 
is not alone. 

There are 54 members 
of the research team, 
which includes scientists, 
accountants, policemen 
and their own hypnotist. 

They take all of their 
2,500 reports a year seri¬ 
ously and about 300 of 
them are termed uniden¬ 
tified. 

Their files date back to 
1906, but are kept in a 
secret place as there have 
been raids on UFO 
centres. 

Now some of the infor¬ 
mation is kept on compu¬ 
ter while other data is 
closely guarded by a 
member whose identity is 
known to only a few in the 
group. 

Mr West’s description of 
a UFO is: Anything that 
is unidentified: it could be 
space debris, the re-entry 
of satellites or aircraft.” 

One of the latest sight¬ 
ings was reported by one 
of their members, clair¬ 
voyant and medium, 
Mark Pamham, 36, from 
Clacton. He explained: 
“ My fiancee and I left 
Point Clear at about 
12.15am and started to 
drive at a sedate pace. We 
were roughly half way 
across St Osyth creek 
when she shouted at me 
to stop. 

“ We saw this object. It 
was just incredible. It was 
400ft above the ground 
and was coming to earth 
in an anti-clockwise ma¬ 
noeuvre. It had cherry red 



A corn circle at Great Holland photographed from the air in August. 


lights and was coming 
down at a 45 degree angle 
when it turned on its axis 
and shot off. The sky was 
clear and there was no 
breeze; it was so smooth 
and silent it could not 
have been a plane.” 

Mr West contacted the 
Stansted and Southend 
airfields, the military and 
the coast-guard, but no- 
one knew anything and 
nothing had shown up on 
any radar. 

Their theories for these 
phenomena are not 
exactly conventional. 
“ Some of the cases we 
have investigated have 
had an inter-dimensional 
aspect, some have been 
extra-terrestrial, some in¬ 
volved time travel from 
the future and the last, 
which is perhaps the har¬ 
dest for the public to 
understand, is the inner 
world,” explained Mr 
Parnham. 

The inner world is 
based on the assumption 
that the world is basically 
hollow. According to Mr 
West, one scientist. Ad¬ 
miral Byrd, went to the 
north pole and continued 
for another 1.700 miles 
where he allegedly man¬ 


aged to get under the 
Earth where he claims he 
stumbled upon rivers, 
lakes, forests and fields. 

Why other govern¬ 
ments, or indeed anyone 
else, has not made similar 
discoveries is slightly un¬ 
clear, but Mr West thinks 
that more than one 
government may have al¬ 
ready done so and they 
are keeping quiet. 

People who lose them¬ 
selves in time is appar¬ 
ently not unusual either. 
One Clacton couple left 
the town at 8pm heading 
for Corby where they 
were due to arrive be¬ 
tween 10pm and 11pm. 
While they were driving a 
strange horse-shoe 

shaped light appeared, 
and hovered 400 yards to 
their left. They went on 
and arrived in Corby at 
lam, having apparently 
left two-and-a-half-hours 
behind somewhere. 

Mr West stressed that 
this case had been exten¬ 
sively investigated and 
the subjects had been put 
under hypnotic regres¬ 
sion. 

Most of the theories and 
explanations are closely 
guarded and Mr West is 



Strange sights in the sky like this object seen in Miami are worth 
investigation says Ron West. 


not overtly enthusiastic 
about revealing them to 
all and sundry, basically 
because he feels the pub¬ 
lic would not understand 
about underground 

worlds and time travel. 
Surely not. 

All reports are treated 
with confidentiality and if 
the team think it is 
necessary, they arrange a 
skywatch. Up to 25 of the 
group head for the hills 
with a pair of high power 
binoculars and set up 
watch, although the best 
they have seen so far is a 
passing satellite. 

One memorable report 
occurred last year when 
the team was inundated 
with callers claiming to 
see lights in the sky. The 
reason was fairly down to 
earth, it was an Ipswich 
nightclub celebrating its 
first anniversary with a 
spectacular lightshow. 
However the team still re¬ 
ceived calls telling them 
of a triangular-shaped ob¬ 
ject at Elmstead Market. 

Obviously the com cir¬ 
cles had to be mentioned 
and it seems Mr West is 
not too happy with some 
of the theories put for¬ 
ward. “ They have said it 
was hedgehogs, wind, ho¬ 
axes. energy from the 
earth, then from the sky 
and finally one doctor told 
us it was a plasma vortex. 
I can assure you that none 
of those were the reason." 

Mr Pamham had a 
message last year that the 
circles would take on a 
more complex, geometric- 
design. but then, he is 
very good with predic¬ 
tions. 

He added: “ It is now 
generally accepted bv 
ufologists that England, 
and especially this area, 
is becoming the UFO 
centre of the world. There 
are literally hundreds of 
thousands of people who 
have seen things but they 
keep their mouths shut as 
they are afraid they may 
be labelled as cranks.” 

Anyone interested in 
joining the research team 
should phone Les Stacc> 
on Colchester 211442. 
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Explosive 

moonlit 

mystery 


UFO witness hunted 


AN ABERDEEN man who, 
claims he saw a “Hiroshima-" 
scale” explosion of light in the 
sky as he drove along a North¬ 
east road is desperate to find 
someone else who witnessed 
the moonlit mystery. 

Mr David Wood from West 
Cults Road, was driving with 
his fiance Diane Milne, to a 
cottage in Rickarton along the 
South Deeside Road at about 
6pm last Saturday when a 
massive beam of light flashed 
across the night sky. 

He was so shocked he 
immediately stopped his car 
and switched on the radio — 
convinced he would hear of 
some terrible tragedy in the 
skies over the North-east. 

But he heard nothing and 
after phone calls to a number of 
sky watching institutions is 
still mystified but is convinced 
others will back up his story. 

He said: “I am sure someone 


_ ► JAMIE MACASKILL 

else must have seen it. It was 
huge, like the Hiroshoma ex¬ 
plosion, and covered at least 50 
miles of sky. 

Mr Wood thinks the flash 
came from over Ballater. 

The Astrology Centre in 
Edinburgh said it would have 
expected to have heard of such 
an event but said Mr Wood had 
been the only caller. 

A spokeswoman did, how¬ 
ever, give three possibilities of 
what Mr Wood had seen. 

“We have heard of incidents 
like this and there are three 
trains of thought. One is it is a 
meteor burning up as it enters 
the earth’s atmosphere. The 
second is a UFO.” 

But she added ominously: 
“Sometimes it is seen as a 
prophecy of war, which is 
chilling considering the Gulf 
situation.” 


EVENING EXPRESS 28.12.90 
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Circling round . 
the crop circle 
enigma 

CROP CIRCLES are wonderful things. 

There weren’t many around a decade ago, but 
since then they have made thousands of appear¬ 
ances., almost as if they are responding to the 
gi'owth of interest in them. 

This summer there seemed to be hundreds 
appearing all over the country - and at least 
three turned up at Lewes, Wilmington and near 
Ditchling. 

Crop cirfcle books are also a current vogue. 

The latest, The Crop Circle Enigma (Gateway 
Books, £14.95), edited by Ralph Noyes, is a 
spirited attempt to get to the bottom of the 
mystery. 

It fails because no-one as yet has the remotest 
idea why crop circles appear where they do and 
why. 

The only people sure of their facts are those 
who believe they are all hoaxes! 

Busty Taylor’s crop circle photographs are 
what makes the book fascinating. The pictures 
say it all. The circles appear in a weird combin¬ 
ation of shapes in the remotest fields. They are 
indeed an enigma. 

Some of the explanations however are verging 
towards the potty. 

One subscriber sees ‘the earth goddess as 
lover’ in one crop circle shape, and a ‘divine 
hermaphrodite’ in another. 

Fine. Everyone is entitled to an opinion. But it 
doesn’t help sober, inquiring readers to reach 
theirs. 

The book is up to the minute. There is a 
passing reference to our summer Sussex circles. 

But at the end of the day I know no more than 
before. Unless it is true the earth mother is 
behind it all. 

SUSSEX EXPRESS AND COUNTY 
HERALD 04.01.91 

Couple spot UFO 

A BRIERLEY couple were held inal position and hovered again, 
spell-bound i n the early hours We watched it for about 40 minu- 
of last Wednesday morning by tes and it repeated this several 
the antics of a strange shape fiiues. At one point it came 
in the sky. closer, then dipped and drew 

Tony Fletcher, aged 27, of and we could clearly see 

Oddroyd Cottages, and his girl- a diamond shape with a 

friend Julie Creasey, aged 19, front end, it looked 

spotted a bright, diamond ®o^®fhing like a sting-ray. 
shaped object in the sky hovering There was no noise from it, but 
over the Great Houghton area it was sending out bright red, 
at about 1.20 a.m. green and white flashing lights 

They watched it for several about as large as the 

minutes when it suddenly North star,” said Mr. Fletcher 
started darting erratically in dif- works at the Southside Coal 

ferent directions. Preparation Plant. 

”At first we thought it was an ^rimethorpe. 
aeroplane but it was just hover- He added: "We are really puz- 
ing. It suddenly started darting zled as to what it could have 
j^ ^^&h speed been and wondered if anyone 
and then went back to its orig- else in the area had seen it.” 


SUNDAY EXPRESS 27.01.91 


BARNSLEY CHRONICLE 25.01.91 
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MYSTERY 

OBJECT 

STARTLED 

PLANE 

CREW 

A BRITISH AIRWAYS 
pilot logged a UFO 
report after an in-flight 
encounter last month. 

The pilot had the startling 
experience during a night 
flight from Rome to Gatwick. 

Flying over Genoa he was 
stunned to see what he 
described as a large silver 
disc with three points of light 
in an arrow formation and a 
fourth light behind. 

The bright, mystery object 
was travelling at phenome¬ 
nal speed and was visible to 
the pilot, co-pilot and two 
cabin crew. 

Reported 

The pilot, who said he*d 
never seen anything like it 
and couldn^t explain what it 
was, reported the incident to 
British UFO experts. 

But after investigation 
over the past few weeks the 
mystery sighting has become 
one of the 95% of cases 
which can be explained. 

*The sighting by the BA 
pilot was actually a piece of a 
Soviet satellite,’* said Jenny 
Randles of the British 
Unidentified Flying Object 
Research Association. 

Excellent 

“It was one of those little- 
known ones launched by the 
military and was coming 
back dow n in a blaze of glory. 
It was witnessed by a lot of 
people over northern Italy 
but the crew of the plane had 
the best view. 

“The report was typical of 
those by pilots because they 
are trained observers who 
are excellent judges of 
speeds, distances and so on 
and are naturally very aware 
of what’s out of the ordinary. 

“Because of all the space 
junk that’s starting to come 
back to earth we are getting 
a growing number of reports 
which turn out to be caused 
by this. 

“But it’s the majority 
which can be explained 
which make the other 5% all 
the more exciting.’’ 


WEEKLY NEWS 08.12.90 


Anthony on 
aliens trail 


THE ALIEN inva¬ 
sion could be upon 
us — and a Nottin¬ 
gham man intends 
to compile the facts. 

UFO mnatic Anthony 
James of Bulwell has 
been delving into Alien 
research since the early 
1970's when he picked 
up a library book on 


By Rhona Lindsay 

Unidentified Flying 
OWects. 

Fascinated by the disco¬ 
veries he found had already 
been made, Anthony decided 
to dig deeper. 

And now — 17 years later 
— Anthony has set up the 
East Midlands Unidentified 
Flying Object Research 
Association. 


Anthony firmly believes 
that some kind of alien life 
form is fit and well and living 
in outer space. 

“There has been research 
in the USA which proves that 
aliens do ezist,” he said. 

Anthony believes reports 
that USA officials have cap¬ 
tured aliens from crashed 
UFOs and have formed com¬ 
munications with them. 

A tall story you mav wy — 
but many people claim to 
have seen UFOs. 


What Anthony 
wants to do is 
encourage those who 
8^ something 

^™Dge in the to 
contact him so he can 
inake a register of 
sighting. 

“A IJfO is class!- 
as a flying object 
uiat cannot be readi¬ 
ly identified,” An¬ 
thony explained. 

“As many as 95 per 
cent of UFO signt- 
ings can be ezplamed 
as airci^, ligjit bea¬ 
cons, air b^oons and 
other things — about 
five per cent of sight¬ 
ings cannot be 
explained. 

“This is the sec¬ 
tion I am interested 
in.” 

So if you think you 
see a star shining a 
little too brightly and 
darting across the 
sky at incredible 
speeds, or anything 
up above that you 
can’t quite under¬ 
stand — contact 
Anthony on Not¬ 
tingham 275623 and 
help him make 
start to his register 


NOTTINGHAM HERALD AND POST 09. oi gj 


Professor 
brings the 
UFO down 
to earth 

UNIDENTIFIED flying ob¬ 
jects are bunk, a physicist 
from the Queen’s University 
Belfast told a meeting of the 
Royal Astronomical Society 
in Armagh last night (Nigel 
Hawkes w'ntes). 

John Earnshaw said that 90 
per cent of all UFO sightings 
could easily be explained. 
Some were astronomical ob¬ 
jects such as the Moon, Venus, 
meteors, halos around the Sun 
and Moon, and mirages. Air¬ 
craft and weather balloons 
were also culprits. 


The other 10 per cent, he 
said, fell into three categories; 
hoaxes; things that people do 
not remember properly; and 
uncommon natural phenom¬ 
ena. There was no need to 
invent beings from outer 
space to explain them. Profes¬ 
sor Eamshaw spoke as the 
latest reports of UFOs came 
from Maracaibo, Venezuela, 
where five glowing objects 
were sighted on Tuesday. 

If such objects were really 
extraterrestrials, Professor 
Earnshaw said, it was hard to 
imagine how they would reach 
Earth. The nearest planets that 
could harbour life lay far 
beyond the Sun. 


What happened to Phil? 


Did a former police officer 
REALLY photograph an al¬ 
ien on Ilkley Moor in 1987? 

It seems he did. 

Early on the morning of 
December 1, Philip Spencer. 
24, set off from Ilkley across 
the moor to visit his father- 
in-law. He carried a camera 
to photograph the town 
from the hilltops. 

Along the way, he was 
startled by a green creature, 


four and a half feet tall, with 
long arms, long thin legs 
and large, dark eyes. He 
managed to take one pic¬ 
ture before the creature dis¬ 
appeared into the bushes. 
Seconds later a disc-shaped 
UFO shot upwards and van¬ 
ished into the sky. 

A confused Philip re¬ 
turned to Ilkley to discov¬ 
ered that almost two hours 
had gone from his life. 


What followed was an in¬ 
tense investigation orches¬ 
trated by Peter Hough, writ¬ 
er and Vice Chairman of the 
Manchester UFO Research 
Association. 

The results, which will in¬ 
clude the help of Kodak, sci¬ 
entists and . clinical 
phychologists, will be pre¬ 
sented in a slide lecture at 
Abram Library on Thurs¬ 
day, January 10 at 7.30pm. 


WIGAN OBSERVER 03.01.91 
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■ A RECENT letter in The 
News about global warming 
seems to state that no one cares. 
Of course we do, but have not the 
power to change things. 

We spend billions on satellites 
and there are more and more 
'planes. Why don^t people travel 
by ship - it is more relaxing. They 
should leave 'planes to business 
people. Surely 'planes and satel¬ 
lite launches must break up the 
cloud formation and give us the 
freak weather conditions we seem 
to have now. 

Could not the billions be put to 
better use cultivating land where 
people go hungry? 

Then we read about the circles 
in British cornfields. Of course 


there are people from another 
planet, ^hen you have seen one 
you believe. 

I saw a UFO many years ago 
near Portsdown Hill when the 
radar station was being built. 

When I looked up a second 
time, the UFO sped across the 
sky and vanished. Could it have 
been taking .photographs? I never 
mentioned this to anyone in case 
of being laughed at, yet, later, 
several sightings were reported in 
the area. 

In the summer, my eldest sister 
who lives near Sellafield said sev¬ 
eral people had reported seeing 
UFOs. 

The following spring there was 
a radioactive leak at Sellafield 


and jfarmers had had to empty 
milk down drains. 

Niy younger sister had gone to 
vist'her sister and told me about 
hedgerows being burned. This 
was not reported an radio or 1 v 
or in the papers It was hush 

hush. . 

Then, one nigh\ soon after my 
brother-in-law hid gone out to 
check on the lambs because ot 
foxes, leaving mysister alone, she 
tidied up and wen\ t 9 put some* 
waste in the bin outside. 

She looked up aiid saw a large 
round object with nany coloured 
lights coming dowk. She said it 

made no noise. u u ^ 

She was scared aid hid behind 
the bin but kept waCh. She said it 


seemed to come down behind the 
trees. She said she was too afraid 
to go indoors. After a while she 
saw it again and it then went over 

the sea. . ^ ... 

What puzzles me is how did 
they know about the fall-out and 
did they take samples of the soil 
back with them? These people 
seem to be verv intellieeni. 

Some think the circles are a 
warning - so perhaps they are. - 
Mrs. Cummings, Leigh Park. 
Havant. 

■ SEND your letters to: The 
Editor, The News, The News 
Centre, Hilsea, Portsmouth 
Hants, P02 9SX. 


A STRANGE corps of scientists, 
sceptics and magicians have 
taken on the job of policing the 
paranormal. Called the Csicops, 
they are the true ghostbusters, al¬ 
though they prefer more intellec¬ 
tually demanding tasks like in¬ 
vestigating unidentified flying 
objects, religious miracles, or 
com circles. 

James Randi, a magician from 
Plantation, Florida, is one of the 
Csicops team — the Committee 
for the Scientific Investigation of 
Claims of the Paranormal ~ 
which met in Brussels at the end 
of last week to review the sceptics’ 
creed and find better ways of 
busting UFOs or demystifying 
the Pyramind of Cheops. Mr 
Randi is a sceptic, but he can 
bend a spoon, as if by magic, and 
by concentrating his thought pro¬ 
cesses make time go backwards. 

*‘My expertise is in knowing 
how people can be deceived,” Mr 
Randi said. know what people 
will believe. 1 don’t tell them what 
to believe. 1 make my hand look 
empty and they believe that it is.” 


‘Dowsers say they 
can detect E-rays 
which cause cancer’ 


Mr Randi borrows a wrist- 
watch and demonstrates a para¬ 
normal time warp. While the at¬ 
tention of the audience is 
distracted he levers out the 
I winder with a finger nail and 
twirls it. Mr Randi is equally dex- 
i trous in bending cutlery, but re¬ 
luctant to say how he does it — 
even the sceptical magician needs 
to keep a few secrets. 

Fellow sceptic. Professor Ray 
Hyman from the University of 
Oregon, has no such scruples. 
^The best way to do it is to bend 
the spoon several times until the 
metal is fatigued,” he explained. 
“It is still stiff enough to bang on 
the table, but it will bend easily 
and break in two dramatically 
with a little rubbing.” 


THE NEWS 12.07.90 


Csicops spend a lot of time ad¬ 
vising governments not to spend 
money on some of the loony 
projects mooted in the paranor¬ 
mal world. Mr Randi is advising 
the West German government, 
which has just spent DM4M,000 
(£135,000) on tests of dowsing. 

“Dowsers say that they can de¬ 
tect E or earth rays which are 
supposed to cause cancer and 
headaches, although this has 
never been proved,” Mr Randi 
said. “In Germany civil servants 
have insisted on having desks 

moved and hospital beds have ~ 
been moved for fear of E-rays. No 
one has ever detected E-rays by 
physical means. ! have offered a 
$10,000 (£5,300) prize to any 
dowser who can prove that dows¬ 
ing works. They can’t do it.” 

Professor Hyman also began as 
a magician and became a sceptic 

later. He was an keen palmist, 
until one day a friend challenged 
him to read a palm backwards. “1 
did it for fun, but was shocked 
when the subject said it was the 
best reading she ever had.” 

Professor Hyman now works 
with a committee of the National 
Academy of Sciences in Washing¬ 
ton, which advises the US army 
and the CIA on techniques for the 
enhancement of human perfor¬ 
mance from meditation to vision 
at a distance. 

“Very few experiments in re¬ 
mote viewing have been con¬ 
trolled scientifically,” he said. 
“Although there is no credible ev¬ 


“The most persistent idea to 
come out of the military’s interest 
in the paranormal is the First 
Earth Battalion of Delta Force, 
developed when the army started 
to imagine what wars of the fu¬ 
ture might be like. They went to 
California and participated in 
human potential movements 
such as Esalin. The concept, pro¬ 
posed by a Lt Col Channon, was 
that the First Earth Battalion 
would be warrior monks. 

“The army would never say 
that the Delta Force was an offi¬ 
cial idea, nor would they say it 
was unofficial. We did a report on 
it. The army is a bit embarrassed 
about their interest in the para¬ 
normal, but there are still some 
pockets pushing it. For example, 

‘The First Earth 
Battalion would 
be warrior monks’ 


Uri Gellerwas brought to the Salt 
negotiations.” 

The out-of-the-body experi¬ 
ences that have so impressed the 
US army have been most-thor¬ 
oughly investigated by Susan 
Blackmore, a Bristol University 
psychologist. The experiences 
may happen during sleep or to 
people who have been revived 
when near death. Many speak of 
going down a long tunnel with a 
bright light at the end and experi¬ 
encing tremendous peace and 
calm, finally reaching a beautiful 
shimmering world of cool green. 


paranormal explanation is 
that an astral body, which resides 
inside our familiar physical body, 
IS liberated on death. Dr 
Blackmore’s explanation is more 
banal: as the retina at the back of 
the eye becomes starved of oxy¬ 
gen, nerve cells begin to fire at 
random. There are more nerve 
cells in the most sensitive part, 

looks like the end of a tunnel is 
seen. 

“The idea of self is dissipated. 
There is still experience, but for a 
time no experiencer,” Dr Black- I 
self has 

crashed down like that it may be ' 
formed by such experiences.” 


idence for these phenomena the 
military go on being interested — 
usually because some officer has 
been to a spoon-bending party or 
had a personal experience of get¬ 
ting out of his body. It is a bit de¬ 
pressing that all the scientific 
work we do makes so little im- 
oression. 
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'' The latest UFO craze 
focusing on S.A. 


b, C.'3:g Phe^on 


MY ICKOWLiCXVE^ I never have been 
dbclurTt-vj b> and liken away in a 

» J L FX) I’ve never e-.t-r s-fv/i a L'FO. 

1 ^ Tfuii 'Hr an oddiiy Uj an ever- 

growing Linie o( SiTi .\.nu»ruani. 

Si-iiridcnlv pt.-i:ipir ail A.-^-und Oie are twoming 
».=.nv'.ni'ed ve n.ade eonidel wTth living aau- 

cers ind aliens. 

T’r.trt^ s e."cr Uj b*.- ii gpc>t.-p 

\n Awimo Heighus i’vr pt-ople who beljevt ihcrv 
have bvtrn icdr.flp;<<J and ex-antined by n-v'- 
hurr.an iXi-upanif .:•] -pa eihjps. i irriagine a !oi oi' 
’ne gT'Xip s laLk revel'et anouno a L'FO p!l 4top. 
>ji s^;-.rXA. that iiorr>e br-lieve rna> be hidden s/'n'^e- 
w herv in Olm.*. Elasm. 

’A>.ai th*- hc^-k is J*-'ir.g in!* Ls» tba* !«.‘«fne l>pe 
ol masf> hy>icr.a^ 

A loi ol u h-as U) do wnih a otn^ple a/ 
wntien by fom-er San An:onian 'A'bullev St-ne- 
ber. 

He bias made a riarr.e for himseif as a aovec^t 
with succesofal sc’.cnve-ficiion b«x-ks »u^:h as 


■"'TTie Woifen*’ a/.d ‘The Hlinger." He ais/T' .X)- 
autho.'i-d 'Warday'’ aiv: "Nature’s Fnd.’’ 

&Ut VHtN Hi WPOTI C ••Mnn^uni'^n: A Tr-e 
Siorr.'’ wr^.r. he c'.jU.ts lo bie a n.-n-fivT-ior. av- 
cocni ol bu> rcp»c:dTt“d er.OHiJiters with si range !>^ 
ir.gs- Siriefier sa>-5 he hrsi had :htt?e rficotinier^ 
as a child growing up in Tt-rreli Hiiis. 

He foilowei up with ‘Transformation.’’ sm .n- 
ircs>f<c»-tjvfc -itv^uei :o "Communion,'* about his 
alLempts to deal . cccaily with the wonder 

ajk! terror A his L'FO t ..pr. nerK-es. 

Arid pe*opjt all over ir.e .•xvu.niry believtd him. 

■Cornmurwiin ” reav-hed the lop of ihe New 
York Tirr.eg nop-r.utiun best seller list and 
iLavt.-d on the li.vt thnjugh tbie siimoTier "Hie 
dh-M. has t»xr; made .nio a mov’je, ^rheduled for 


rtlr-.-i-^- in Fcbriary. 

Sij'idervJ.'. I. FO w-dviung- a .-aih/eci more or 
leffi: siiHcO yin e the l ts back n vogue. 

In* redit .e -i< •nc5» >ricfc relegated lo w*hc-i k- 
jui -l-fie ’ .ibii.'e si.rfdcing ;n the main- 
>tregLni prvse L Fi >s a»»d cxu-au*rr«u.r.<3i:> are the 
bte^l and .h»'i!e;-t unuw uipics. Opran W:n- 
rrev. F*h;i! ['Xynahje. s^.d FCr^s Shafer on “The 
L.iie SIm'V. ‘ .na-. e rr-x^it "u 1 ui;•«■,.<is ' ir.io ,elec “' 
tosv. Kven .M in*41 rkmr.ev .Jr., the ann-..X'r>e.na¬ 


tive laik-show b>iiii, r.«? laid itlai/n lo a UFO 
exf^-r.en*.'®. 

In fAi.'t, hurfdre-is — :.*a>be even ihoo-sands 
— ..»f pt'-jple arouriU tre* \onir>’ are claiming to 
nave r-w^ue nir.! j -t wu". i .,.n liU forrT-j*. 

UTat s '*hy :s it happeaurg 

here ’ 

San -Lrilcr.io sf-erro ’-c hie in the ruiaur.g for 
the title J “I'rXJ Cap r.. i f the W«irld.” 

S- iTk: may a..-4r.;.as ;i i" ^incidence, bxjt it just 
so happcTLS ihLai VNaiir' .■‘ndrus Jr . .ntemationA] 
director of the .Mu?^.ai ! FO .S'etwerk, a grr^jp 
trull inv^ijgatc* aileg-.^c TbO sightings, lives m 

V-gi^in. 

MTFON IS fii.nro.' .K » I 'FO ah^iiiictee suppon 

group, in advditioo to ih.e ay.^n aocrecive .^!cj7x» 
Heights group. 

Besahias thaL San .Antorao journalist Ed C-m- 
roy is digging out ^ren nr.«^re loiaJ UFO irifon'.a- 
tjon in s !olk'W-up on SLrjeb*er’$ sdventii«^^ a 
bxx'k dilcd, ■R«'i>in csfi C^tfmiunion." Thji u‘«4 
w-iij toe reiess^-d in by the ■ame 'um 

that pubush-^ Slnebar’s boorc's 'ArlHiain Morrow 
Se Co. 

B*ith C>rjnoy ar-d St;iel>er were recent gurt-ts 
on a 5 p*^-iai ^egTTierii of ‘'Thre l^ie ShC"* ” Joii- 
rated ui LT'X STLTij.N’s .iuidrus has bictrr. a 
g*UTs4 on the Oprah Winfrey shiow. 

Nuvi another San .Ariior.ian. Ron }*ic_\rrtr. has 
•CiVT.e fc'r*.h 'With an inirig'c.-ng story at»<xit sirhi- 


i tfi VC -5 "it 

1 -!-^ i * tor’ ;.A>- 

' V'.: '-U-C..U*r •r-'-rii-:' V. ."Jl'r 

■ li-'. -. ■ ■£. »•. .•.“» A'f * 

A', i , 

‘ U-'.v-.- .- '-i,.-.:* i'*c ^L'l. Tit “'-..-itr! -o «.-cna 
.Mj\ c-d .rva! rritucig Lc cTiiy b« 

Scu: Kr/^^.r : i cc)cc~>^ 


Ckif f.oii sUjf) a Cunbndfe Eltsnmtary 
Scivijcrf »n .Mwlx) Hecghm McAtea 

ts/a he MW a UFO about 30 afo* 

Mc-Aiaa ia 37 azid verka aa an Aarxy 
cmAAlta0t» atfriainf K«grw«^ qo 
mg exMta. H« urna perffctiy oor> 

mal: a fuy you'd prubciUy imzTMdist^ Eka 
J you nr«;i ham at a party. 

H« a^ofTCB {eouineiy puuled by his 
aLrmn^j* expaoroas and ev^ jokea about 
them. 

But be ia dodly amicaa ir* hia belief that 
he aaw a UFO. Ha aayx he's been otsx^ 
for K-veraJ yccj^ with die oead to imm 
.Tfix^ a^^xit it. 

Sioeber mentiona pert of McAtee'i 
story in 'TVanti’afiuatiiav* but i-»e 
Lcse hAcAUse'i name 

At tfM arbooL McvAtcc atande outside 
:he chain-link fence that aurrounda a 
playpTA;juL Se&rby ia the buildinf that 


“AesI dies ocher oca cEra* bt, a EtlSa 
tsxn ast&cvf&^iTa, t Ettfe deeptf «di 
*We*?o cot te ha nm.* 

"Abd &ea &f Isat tboticht wia^ 
tasaat hsm* * ^ ^, 

Codoy tha tkroo-part cPmwsa- 
tioo 6ti tha patten of apocefa 
mantioiia to hia hooka: lha tboiia/ 
flobtheaea/flyzithceb apprt^^ 

*‘At that pocsit, Um rotor ctertal ta gy 
imj !a^ fsd tfaa atxip juat ahnxak tSa- 
iQipeared,* McAtea saya. **Ncrw H s&sy have 
arrebrsted very raptdbj or it may ban jtiai 

S DD# into aaoiker diroenaioa <— v«ai 
vxni^ the void, ehatever. I dco^ tez^T 
knerw." • 

TrS iaxted lem Uua a tsco- 

oU, kIcAtaa aaiimatoa. Ha ratBembart 
ta^Inf Ub aootber about it, but he doeont 
remaenhar bar isKponae. 







! ^ J ‘Children’s j fpSS' 


TC<I*M UDOXiWa U) mAke roaiact 
ar.ih an outer-speoe vv^tor, Olnva Bssio 
'«o be the hot ape*. .Axiirdirii: lo 
\^'hitiey Stneba-'t b&^ka aixi s ghcin^ by 
San .Aotorian Ron M-.ktee, tfie area caay 
^isvt aitrwud a kH of L'FO riCtivity. 
htc-Xtae. for instarice, bciiev-ne* be aew a 
af-WLi^ip the h*.rin -.ifule he ^sa 
etsiS f-iir i :r. tF^ C-anci.‘rKige Elementary 


Schxa pii; grxsitL He aiao baa »(htad 
what bski^ra inay be ac alien ^saf 
where L'-5. 2?1 cuM through the haan 
SLTic'Ci^ a-niea abr&it an aDevad 
“cbiMren'i erdie* m the wwda beissd 
U'aramate A’ -xd College, wfvsr he 
(he aiiona took him as a child. The 
arid D-jrjd 'zrdea oc the map tnaik «pot» 
Mo^.u* b^iievee spectehipg couid ‘iand. 


.'..-.V.:v-.£»i-a. pcxnu 

'--4 iCf.< it.icc jaiSjr*- 

-* > 4t .4 J 

a «v~...T i_;.rC 

•! C_C 1 v_- » ‘C i >r 1 S) 'l »r u. 

IT.aA . ;.x. 1 1 W? I c-- ; 

>i --v ! I e:jc ..“irY ; ius 3; 

r j'r -^r..s .e ’ .‘C J 

i.iT.' ; '.a - t \r; ;t by. 

“I ;_u ;p trad iCjfrt h vrai I 

ic m.-'v-iif rail I riijiJJy .^le. J zr^tcsi t« 
WAir.^ roo ir.c sun and it'« c^i.v. 4 me w 
ire this thirg, I: maj ao Kvsvsinia. 

o^te into ‘ha txiaa 
ipflrt of tiAi fhy vSwe iras the :oa er w 
uVre. I wasn't at the son. So ibeo 1 

kviksd b’-.k it Vi am Still U* trw TTtii'i 
I kr-f^e it arsa re^L rhia wa 

rv.:i3y up 

Mc-^tre ^^a.rs the object wta th? cW 
EC qJv« desk frE<jusr*tiy riy.-»wii in 
fictioc fDoe ard pholoa that diiim to de 
pict ITC/s. It -*?j a “piiiv-iKd-bke* crai^ 
tlvit i.pf».'dr'vd lo hive a cs:; iral (xre idisn 
*vhc cv.-ir^jju.’it; jr.ja h-.fd in ouw 

;cir:i..xi uSst .-o'-si'vid .vrtr.irid u?e oenua. 
Tiir roc,sU!g hvd rvoveia i--:.v.'iad to 
ddci) ado. 

.VfcAtee ift>-8 be U9 the fU.mcs tnsa tJa 
rockjria. Ht a als) Rire be sav * d^»vr 

^ 'X h^rv 'e ohirr*. 

•' ‘ * tet '■fcWm ' iir -g-rT# 

'he STCt X ^r.it ^iss^d ic oa aa si- 
irt «e“ . 1 x 7 le^ 

“-TSe hv-^ .v^t ^ 

jrrfCTT'.-sd -h^ v-'Y ’.hiTjc''^ * 

fcVp r?- 

Y-.r? t- ve hrK ^-a hn carre- 
oev T*:.-y »-» ike rv-ic v.a;« tart',, t 
lijfd of ’.-9, hr; V* ’i:-.* 1 rbu'i Vid.*F 
ro-ct Ti-a* r..-YX or*« 'We re Uri.g 

tSoi WTS vCt? C/Kt ihr ./'ll. Jv^iA 

kh» ’-hit. 


We a*i McAt^e tf xny otFier Huldrm 
the crklt. ' " ^ 

rM smithar kid, and I atsU re- 
n*smb« bsi caiDe," he snavftTa "In f**r% I 
ciJlsd hsB cn the Udrphore two or thrae 
ysars afo a^ ba ^dn*! rmysrh^r the »od- 
de^t. V.iybe if I tn-k a iiswi.'if of the cra.^ 
ov^ thiSB. eVirt, know, it’i kind of «3- 
ba-n^^Jr-g: T>) you r-sr.-in-cber ths epore- 
Aip"* 

“1 dss'l kne w whet It rmlly piovm U he 
jftrrmh&t it, 6oe. If ha doaen’t, H wool 
r»ke mabaSevo any ie» that it happeei^l* 
}ArA%ae «ya ids msntsJ uaA^ the 

UFO iciB is dkstr, l*/i for y^ets Isi pat it ia 
the Imck of im is.^ te^% Idizse^ It nest 
fea;o baao his imagjnfitkxL 

“I (feln*t really think wbout H a whole lo* 
tnstiJ I read the PbiKp Kia* bocA; 'UFti 
The Pohiic Datrfvwd.' He debu.-ked 1 lot of 
th«sw UTX^ bet I tho^rht, "Oh, laj God. It 
retEy hap^KSied.’ " he ayx 
Thia wu in tha mid-7Q^ sxi Mc.f.tea 
started his own &Tv»e^'gxtjfln of ha UFO 
This jogged his CKsnery about 
enother exp-snesce Ihfit, in rrtrc«&p«<rt. 
soaued curioN.*E!T to tha a'gl^ng. 

It may have beas ^i-hin *^\s of tbe 
Cambridge SVrbod bid*iaTt — be do^'X 
ranzriier exactly wbeo it rajc kScAtee, h» 
brc<th«y and Savher wsre egging one of 
tbexT fre(^t>-r4 waia a what h now the soc¬ 
cer fidd 4r« of the Obrvja Bean. 

AE three r&me ovg- a rsdge ss^ s^jotted 
what looked 'He a eiizil ibsd xwvtjn^ 

■t pwzil through tl^ vooda. 

Frocn the pa.'iii^ io* oesr Che mxx^ 
6<4d, McAtee pomta out the w^ioded area 
whtre he kehev «5 be saw ifte oaksd 
"It was pn.*3ebly ihe loicidk of wicter," 
be aayiL “T’oo C3c»cid ^ into the trem, be- 
ceu* they irdn t have xny foEage. 1 wc-jild 
»Y he was e g:«:ia i-Fct icto the vtxida. 


iWtd#V/1o , 


US.A 
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■nWI AU fMf ^ 

tod I rfoBt bw *^7 «« 

betsw thov vov tfafw ctf at 
be vm*t LT yi nf a aixiDBka 
bad the dof vitb m aod im i 
bold thedocbetA. 

'He ww Ttht-a^mi tfiefb «bf «« 
ihnmbi be vae mbsL bat he «« a 9*79 
awej, too. I don’t leiiwufcer vhtfhv he bed 
hsr OB bii hod or my pidac bA I 
cea't le^ l ^^l^^■!e . Mayte be ^a joet too far 
away to make maechinf like tb^ ooC Wbr 
«e tbeo^ba it wee a {zaaa. Pia eoC ana. 1 
dns't mnHDbff acy as I gov it 

vasr i a vooan. He v&i 

riayte ehoL't S feet Ltl. HU 
w»6n'^ reeiiy bag. 

*lt syat hsvt beeei kind 
of bard to ria !hrv<'-(b tbe 
v<K>da wilUsKt ah:^" h* 

Bad bec*^ 

to iB-CAcs tea eo- 


axmoe ptsth ^sm us, 
the tibed be 

Ba ne icni of «-F-w Hie n the 
baaia ke^nt bz^'ti?g biia. 
PcATviog ittle- thao 

faaa Bitsdtkaa, be see/rb> 
iog- 

“1 wee eort of to 

iha ar«," be asji *1 

onziir<f bi^-'k ead a'.srt'd n- 
pk^iof fsrtb^ ird 
iflto the Bisodv I fineJly 
croMed ox-er tbe daiB.. I 
wasn't acre wb*t I *♦« k.^-4- 
m | Uw, bill th^re T?e a sf \A 
t^t g mcd to be d/awicg 
nv in. Fk>«fty in the exHy 

7(bs I fcumd epot-" 

We drive to eroch^r pen 
of the bosn. befit.'vi lrv=K/- 
naie Woed CV^lt^ W’e wzJi 
into a vocried Are* &rd do« o 
a (Mih. 

WHf H W1 erri-.e at 

the spot. »e &rd the B^oe 
framdeDoa of eo o&d iTHii. 
Me-^tae nayt be tr-£5» 
vaa the ^x^^ he waa k j ^ ki i g 
for mCT he had an ixh 
leoae paychological and 
pbyB^sf ae^ztioD vhs he 
fci^ It 

**U vto quite an aoao- 
bonal apaiav3e,* be nya. 

CasTTf it b athn 

a^m/Usoit or e4ae a acra&ge 
ojiAods^s that the area 
that obff^d McAtee ia the 
aarz>e area Stneber arntaa 
about l>*iog drawn to ic 
“Coo.^ntKJkai.* 

But Mc.4itee was drawn to 
the spo< je*i3 bef.:re “Com¬ 
munion” w*e wrioen. Vtc- 
Atoe and Strie^ met 

untii aftar ‘'i^omrouiiioo" 
was pubAd^ 

McAtec cootart^d Stjne- 
ba enJ dared ha story. The 
two, aloQf with Cooroa, 
iattf vnted da area ai^ 
So%eh 0 oaduToed rt wwa the 
flica area he wTT<a eb<xit 
— ila pQ«b4e Bte od the 
“childrvc’a onde." 

The childrto’a areje a 
oea of Sthebfl^’a early iosd- 
oria dndp^ froa hsa «!>• 
OTnacioaa by hy75n<'<«:a He 
rememben aeeiinf other 
rhiVH Tea in the wtrri^ aj>a 
whtar they were tau^t \-ar- 
ioia thirpi by the a&eo erte- 
cum. 

McAtee, b<y»eva’, aaya he 
has 00 massy of pardcT^t' 
inf ki a r>u]kl*en’a orck. 

We hike oct of the acxxis 
arvi HI down at a cuSae tbo^ 
where VlcAua eDr.ciraas to 
expiaia hie qijest to tirwW . 
stand ha «rg |* www wm 

He says be went to a 
byfswBiet in Houflten about 
10 years ago (o ase if that 
would he^ hint reraO taon 
details about hia CTO ai^it- 
inft, pnihapa an exact data. 

''1 don't thirk he malSy 
su.xewsfu&y hypew^tt^d tne; 
hnry be aai^ 'lo a cuo- 
ute, yoAxr ama a.'w fcanf to 
raise ap,' and mine never 
dwt” lA^Atee mya. 'But 1 
waa wy rciaxal and I was 
ab^ to msS acme thmgi.* 


A date flaaherf acreea baa 
tnifid. Ha aaya ba sdB iaa*! 
sure it waa the actual data 
he aaw the craft, but it waa 
the date that came to ansd 
under byrmnaja — Now. 7, 
1967. 


to the Bx 
preas-Newa library and j 
•laarched through he aiicm> ! 
fUmed ooptea of the Nowem- ' 
her 1957 newrapapera hoping 
to 6nd aomething that oodght 

fag £acpfs^r'‘^~‘-^ 

Th^ of tha 

Now, A im, «>• 

tafaa a story <b^ A UFO 
atghtinf e«ar 8||i Aotoob 
— wittoaiaad tbt pr^wioog 
day by li Si^«i dUCt 

-*— u, ■ 


UUD^R A ItocdSito thAt 
raada.'^^BAVBd BaU 
*Whataa[^ 6em Ow A ba n a 
aty • Ab atory laZk of mf 
oti^ baeaefag fm abook !• 
ntootea amr imptfim IhA 
aootb-ABBibva^ thy At 
aboest7*,3DpLjQL N^.T. 

bUny otiaecA abto aaw 
tha ob geot and ^8ad local 
aathoritieA. Oa tb* aa iaa 
day. aaocbar UFO «aa aa> 
poftad is Waoa and hA- 
deoU Ib Haa BranAfaia, 

Uwalda, Bdia^nrf aad 
Bnerot..r^»rtad vafaf ai^ 
terkan E^sm ^ 

An AfiaooAUd Prraa atcay 
printed fa the BsBraaa a day 
later reported araa 
“whatalka* irwat fiksly aara 
wnMther balloacia. Array oflS- 
errs at fort Hood fa KlSeeB 

1 U ...1 lyw ..i-«A^*U>frioal hnOalkm of the 14th ^U1 

AiailU/f.y n hmewl idne Urf» dlununetetl 

l-t 7 pjn. ajfa 8 OJO. in order U> gether 

M.rw^vr. thet doaa not n ere —n ly explein 
tiwr MKhiiitK wav down fa San AnUmM> nor M» A- 
Mgiiung. wiuifa woubt hew# been eaiiw in 
i»w M-v N.w duee It orwdbrm with McAiee’« «b- 
^■n|Hn>n •»! the craft. 

An omriai Air Korea report of tha San Anb»^ 
nin inndw.L, obtainad by (.ionrov thrtmgli tlie 
f«eWel Krewlom of infonnmUon Act. makes U»r 
«wwiue*nn lhare ia inauffuneot data to 
tialea the ohiaci'a kfaotitv. 

II abn w interHBinr to note that, perhaps no- 
,nc».t-e»lallv. N<w 7 W«a an eafwaalJv miUw- 
„*.^,»nwited news dev. Out of 10 tnmiW 
ihe following day. ei« were reUte.1 u. 

•ieu T* 

llaeideii hei«i|; th^ (Ihv of I lie Ttpxy eiahting. 

Nov 7 bepiwNied Ut 1«* He- tley the Soviet Union 
iMtreded »Le new oe Ui-'e (hOHilch Ited Kuuere in 
f4aM>rveiH>e o» I He 401H enitiveouiLrv id the oen 
mnniel rev»»l«iiM»n ainl ii*e dev l^r■M*let^t Kieen* 
hower named ihe new leterl tJ tl*e US. ^hmw 

'I here elie* im « el<*rv Htenil |4arei in retrieve 
the HiiMaien I (Iwi nrrliMH Karth 

in S|MiliitU M: « i-mi'***-' eivnil Arrw-ruwn wnen- 
Uaia iMMiig endterTeeera! iMHMiiee »»f Sfiotnik; and 
eri Miitnr'e note ebiMK wn u|Hunifag aanee of ai<>. 
nee on UKOe. 

However, the current UFO rraca Involvee 
much more t)\an ei-anumg the a kl ^ for fljnng 
eeiKwre. 

'Ihe eeerr 
lo .Htrieher. 

The eeerrh eiUevIe into fwvwKologv. reOiar 
than phynnw nr aaineeMny, and nnnwdwa eoch 

pAarvwowwm ae “acrw» mwnory.- whww tlw 
mind rwslan^ eotuai iniaa— with evtnholic otuv# 
in an epoeiwit eitwnol l« jw—rve iia aaniiy. 

K.w esamnle, aonontin* U. Htoeher. Uw nov,, 
ory of owing owia may ihel o< seeuig .» 

epa«w being. „ , , 

In a lelephn*- fatamaw. Rtrlelwr eaye he 
•Ilrnita tl>eoi le re» herd. lU^yek.al, irrvhJlablr eN 
ide<»«'e llMil n«wwnuman viathtf* or UM^ «lfi ex 

'"'^At the aenw time, he heliwvw we ahitoUln t ik 
nore the empenwiow fwwWimt Kv hundrwU ..1 
pw>nie end thet h-, fameeW. cUima U> have . 
fMMinterW.. 

Many of Striabw** ivitiiw aay “Commuiiinn 
mttf* "'iVaiwforwuiUiin" are nothing more Uian 
afklltinoa) emampJ* of h*e ■werww-ffatnei wui- 


I haa tnmeil inward, thenb* mcwlly 


Uig ekii'. 

In fact, e 


of *'Ckwnmuni(«K*' 


v^v>Vo»Mo • 


i Tba Skeptical Inquirer, a 
i fpagnxne fimered by the ac- 
adaric puts 

forth the opiDVB the bo<^ ia 
pujeficskm. 

'It's a physcal cxpoSoice 
aa £i/ as I’m ctzKzrMd.'’ 
Str whtw countsa. *1 have a 
^ labBof there's a gTeat fa- 
fort bong qb tha pan 

of the vfaiori to keep their 
own WcTVta, hereiMW ag fapf ) 

aa they remain ■acrvl, they 
afao rwnain in rrwnpWe on- 
tro) xf the stuation.” ' 

HewevA, Strw^30’ says he ' 
we eventually will i 
make open contact with 
lb.em aU^ted bofigi. TSey re j 
just waitinf until we re ; 
rewfj. 

He virwa hi* book srvl the 
otl^ LTO storiaE people are 
nwnmg out with Sa pTCpSTV 
tuc for future cxntmrL 

“If they some out into the , 
puhCc eye. it’s icing to he ; 
acary, but 1 think it’s fouif 
to be the boa thing that ever 
happmni.'’ he aaya. 

“I think the vistocs are 
workfag along the lina of a 
vwry igxKxfic b tagUble, on aa 
accx^oating curve,” he aaya. 


*MP YOU lOOX at the 

modoa expienence from the 
Uie 'Ak, you can e€e that 
they have been coming cioeer 
and ci*ef lo lA. There were 
UFO agbrLnp oa the ’5ik 
By the bine the 70a foiled 
aAXiod. Ih 0 e waa a smauer. 
fag at rrporu of th^K so- 
called abdurboos and oow in 
the ‘Kb a ixrtaifl ounfarr of 
people have bean reported to 
i^ave had nrlatxaWupa with 
thtf iufariduaia.'' 

Stneh9 saya he's foctoi 
thocttoda of letters from 
People reporong what they 
thmk otay be contarta with 
ahom. 

"1 get 20 or 30 Lerters a 
day day •ind have smee 

■ComiHunion’ was first pub- 
hshtd." be uva. 

Streber says he isn't 
pianrrsg a sequd to “'Trana- 
forma'jao." 

“!'■ wnung a ooviel r.^1 
>ow.” he sayv 'If *tKy.eih:rig 
-appea — aameone proves 
ilie vsstors are rtal, for £x- 
mr^ile. 1 Tughi write a.vne- 
ihmg efee. If not, Ill ao Deck 
to ba-ng a ocr-eliiu. I've so.-t 
of mjc my piece." 

StTKv.y, a lewder of th,- 
LFt3 .TfiairfAnre, a t genu 
me San .Ar.ionio pi^xfoct — 
hke It or ooc 


Hia late father, Ken 

Strieber, waj a pnxnkiist 
atLoroey. Kia zcother, Mcy, 
loc^ active in dvic arid char- 
iiAhie- gnxipe^ atilJ bvea tetB. 

Hia younger brother, 
Hicfaard, workj fa the kw 
finn of Oliv-iT Hrend. 

Hi* ckl^ir sfatiB. Petrida 
.Simpson, lives in HcKastoo 
wtiere ^ bif hvwb'ind 
operate a (nercbscd'dng 

Mary Stneber. fa t phone 
inlenriew, saya 'A'hitley 
started reading at 4. la lad, 
all her children dkL 


hang a wT!Lt» when he w 
abcan 9 years old " she ae>a. 
'He just aJway* had s b 

te.hn3 m3 ’h/ 

bttiekid. — 

H>£3iS^ any 
tioQ of Gt VfCH i 

resinauhtc^ z 

Cfr-iad^ r^^bc 

toTCtra, -i 

"\ caa rea^iabof p 
oight ahsn W gv=^-» 

tka'icg-i, *\ 
bed wss ri^bt hf tigi 
«xl he Bsid th^ toB 
thing there. | rw^eieb 
wiieo be STBS real Ettk 
wouldn'i go oofade hr 
long time becanaa I 
thought MOBCbkng «1M c 
there," 


MVS %r>t perwioaiiy 
hM hmi l'?0 
lad .*»s s ?iar7 urra 
X4 with faa: kjT d thing^ 
7 uVmgf-t was 

trai of wa-T' * *he sa •i. 

5tr-.et>ef s tt*ry 
fotiS hju .^'rr>cM: i <x y 

’±rrT ■Bal*> a 
trucg “Mt b^a." 

But TZich V the wkO’CtSc 
'ommuaity remairva imm- 
prswed. 

UCHASD iJkrreiS, pro- 
f«ar of phjM si Trinity 
Univeraiiy, has taught 
esurwa OB the poarobLbty cf 
cxLraLefTvtf riel bfe. 

'Tin BKiizuQg we know 
OKaigh ehout our aoUr gya- 

■-m to rile out kf« ecaur^ 

■n vXber ptaneca. * he aaya. 

He 4wd* that, wniie it 
may ogicej to beiiwve 
AM.'vi.feE'a ui Earth are str- 
oCwr OAJX. 

-be t; aed.vnd of as) bonp 
from tserr r^e^shicg *art 
mLS hfwa i d rmon. 

airrvet Earth 
teciscoiogy. our 
^pwrairiA wo*aid take lucre 
than 5G,XD yean to % 

pianac around the 

star, hse seya. Evec cocad^- 

faf that oOaw bongs z&ighi 

have ttoTB adr^'^d 

logy, the distanoa harrier 

Bwifa Mkiiy would ha insir- 

GKsimabk. 

“T do tU UFO 
OQswsxa k voy faleresdri^ 
but fixes a psycbddgical, 8i>. 
Qwlogical and re{*fious point 
of view," Bartdi aaya. The 
^ conrartka) hetaam the UPO 
' re porta atMi the p<xwerfui 
; hotmiui Mod for rdigics] » 

I <?^ta chwvoua ard haa Ivsca 
OiT-iTiVifited upon by uuvny 
‘ persooi.* 

t Psychoiogiat* have put 
forth varfatB therviis to ei- 
pkin why ftoopie fed so coo- 
! vir.ced they've *een little 
' aieiti.BX!a or beve bem ab- 
by UFOh. One of the 
cv«l {BTcraooit thAma in- - 
volve* Umporal-lobe epi- 
l€p»y. a cDoditkxi that tnay 
distort pacopdorjs of reaJ- 
*ty- 

But Stn'eber claims to 
have been fuOy ch4>ckBd oot 
for any psychological or 
phyacaJ dy&fuA-ljarji. 

Strieber and other 
ufologists also conteod 
d'rt'y're aoC o«:H^r'Jy taik - 
tog sboul beings who 
dropfxd n for a visit from 
•»>otheT planet. T>iey eay 
thtae bcio^ may have been 
with uj for thousands or 
evoi cTdOkn* of ycaia. 

IN THAT CAU^ the theo- 
reCicaJ pc^'bthtia ee^sn a-id- 
lea — and many of these 
thesiries brv^ hr^ expka-ud 
In B-grade acience-fiction 
Diorviea. 

'It's ail right for yo'ur cn- 
afnation to borme esiga^d 
wi*cfi you're dealing with th>e 
unknown,” Strieber aaya. 
TVe’re sitting here oo a lictie 
a^-ck of dv«t in this «oc^- 
oxxjs aporto^^lar (ti£(>Uiy of 
rubire. It's cot to be more 

cs.oitir.l thsB we ihiri ;t is." 

Of css.'se. imsir*-*-- - 

■»c tiLka 31 iC 'Jw c; 

m wsJl 0.1 ..Of -- 

««a of ITT* i:>c ittjt ' ^ 

33TC art ina.-: .i V 

i*rg:ec 

chcM jfasigigj w-re Jilsits 
SOTsfcar as vs -v® / 

»wto.-s SEsa ocjt ic le 
mo'.taJ — I 

he Vvssi’i bei*«ve — ct>e> 
h«*?e cipuxi-.Kl p^pie i fi'. 
peet^stfetii sLcut ;hs unj- 
verae. 



